
Welcome to Triumph 1621 - 
Reconstructing the Lord Mayor's Show

Here's a bit of an outline for the show, what we're trying to achieve and what
you can expect. An audio version of this document is also available.

WHAT IS IT?
The modern Lord Mayor's Show is fairly unchanging - but in the 16th and 17th century it was 
different every year. In 1621, playwright Thomas Middleton was commissioned to produce a new 
show, and we're going to reconstruct elements from it 400 years after the event. 
The Sun in Aries was written by Thomas Middleton for the incoming Lord Mayor Edward Barkham
of the Drapers Company. The surviving text of the Triumph will be performed three times in the 
afternoon in the churchyard of St Mary le Bow Church; with the support of the SRS Public 
Engagement Scheme, Cheapside Business Alliance, Bath Spa University, Beyond Shakespeare, and 
St Mary-le-Bow Church.
Period music will be presented by Passamezzo, led by Tamsin Lewis. Passamezzo is an established 
early music ensemble, known for their ability to bring historical events to life through their 
engaging performances and programming. You can follow them on facebook, Twitter, or Instagram 

WHERE IS IT?
The bulk of the original show would have been performed along Cheapside, from St Paul's to the 
Guildhall. Our reconstruction will be at a single site in the churchyard of St Mary-le-Bow Church, 
just off Cheapside, a few dozen yards from the site of one of the performance pageants. We can't do 
a street procession, but we hope to gather you into the churchyard and give you a taste of the 
original show. (Below, from Google Maps)

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED?
Just turn up. Ideally get in costume, have some noise making device, and let us know which 
performance... but basically, be there!

WHEN IS IT HAPPENING?
Friday 29th October 2021 - there are three performances lasting approximately 30 minutes, and you 
can come to one or all. 
The precise start times may drift, but we intend to perform at 12pm, 1.45pm and 2.45pm.
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https://www.facebook.com/Passamezzo
https://www.instagram.com/passamezzo.ensemble/
https://twitter.com/Passamezzo


WHAT WILL IT LOOK LIKE?
There will be a stage erected in the churchyard, where the primary performance focus will occur... 
though it's a little more complicated than that. An initial visualisation of the stage arrangement is 
below.

WHAT SHOULD I WEAR?
LAYERS! It's October, it'll be cold, it'll be wet, it'll be miserable if you don't wrap up.
WATERPROOFS! It's October, it'll be cold, it'll be wet, it'll be miserable if you don't wrap up - 
ideally in something waterproof. Ponchos are good. Ideally we'd like to avoid umbrellas.
COSTUME! We're building simple costume guides, but let your imagination run riot. 
Be a Green Person, dress in period costume, be a giant, be a sign of the zodiac, be a virtue, be a 
whiffler or a noble sheep... more to come!

IF I CAN'T MANAGE A COSTUME?
Life is hard at the moment, we understand. So, here are some quick get involved type things for 
those in a hurry.
* Why not wear whatever you want (stay warm!) and cover yourself in RIBBONS - just cover 
everything in ribbons. Tinsel might be fun, but please use it responsibly.
* Carry a whiffling stick - there will be official whifflers (early modern crowd control) for the 
event, but why not bring your own whiffling stick? Basically they're a long stick, the end of which 
is covered in ribbons.  Now - we don't encourage actual wooden sticks, as they are an offensive 
weapon. But a long cardboard tube (say from a roll of tin foil or similar), or a pool noddle, the end 
covered in ribbons or streamers, make a good silly whiffling stick to waggle about like you own the 
place. 

MAKE SOME NOISE!
The audience will be encouraged to make some joyous noise. If you have a noise making device, do
bring it. Drums are good. We like to make improvised bongos out of old coffee tins.

BRING REFRESHMENTS!  
Yes, London, there's stuff everywhere. But a thermos and sandwiches will stop the day from being 
expensive and reduce waste. 
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THERE IS NO ON-SITE STORAGE!  
It's an outdoor event in a semi public location. We will not be able to hold your bag for you. Carry 
what you can carry.

THERE IS NO GREEN ROOM!  
It's London, there are lots of places to nip off to for coffee and food or whatever. But we don't have 
a backstage green room, or a place to go. 
We're based outside the church of St Mary-le-Bow, but it is not a green room - individuals can 
always sit in the church for some quiet time, but we ask you to respect it as an active place of 
worship.

TOILETS!
The closest toilets to the churchyard are about 100 yards away, in New Change shopping precinct. 
Bear left from the stage under a walkway (John Milton Passage) then across Bread Street. There are
two sets of toilets in New Change, one set on the lower ground floor and one on the first floor. Both 
have disabled and baby changing facilities.  Access to both is via a lift or stairs or escalator. The 
café below the church has a toilet for customers.  The church of St Mary Aldermary at the end of 
Bow Lane also has a toilet. 

SIMPLIFIED TOILET ROUTE MAP

WEATHER
It's October, it'll rain. We're fine with rain, so long as it's a light drizzle or a bit above we're going 
on. We currently will only cancel or adjust the timings of the show in the event of torrential rain or 
lightning. Though we might change our minds in the event of a plague of lizards or other such 
unexpected weather eventuality.

ACCESS
The site is easily accessed from the street. There will be some provision for those who might 
struggle to stand for the duration of the day, but the event will not have formal seating. Do get in 
touch if you have any concerns or would like assistance.
There will be digital versions of the script, and possibly some physical texts on the day. Audio 
versions of the material will be available. Whilst we cannot guarantee full visual and audio visibility
during the event itself, we will endeavour to capture as much of it as possible to share and enhance 
your experience.
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COVID-19
The miserable special guest at the party. As an outdoor event the risks are lower than a theatre show,
but we ask everyone to follow public guidelines - Hands, Face, Space. We encourage everyone to 
wear masks when in close contact with other members of the public, and to respect the health 
concerns of others. If you can, please take a test prior to leaving for the event - if you feel ill, do not
attend.

RUBBISH
Please treat the space responsibly and don't litter. Beyond the many litter bins in the area, we will 
have some clean up provision, but don't be a litterbug.

HANDY LINKS
Updates will appear on our website: beyondshakespeare.org
The text of ALL the surviving pageants can be found on the wonderful Maps of Early Modern 
London website - https://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/mdtPrimarySourceLibraryMayoral.htm 
Cheapside Business Alliance - https://incheapside.com/
St Mary-le-Bow Church - https://www.stmarylebow.org.uk/
Bath Spa University - https://www.bathspa.ac.uk/
SRS Public Engagement Scheme - https://www.rensoc.org.uk/funding-prizes/public-engagement-
scheme/

WANT MORE INFORMATION / IDEAS / GUIDANCE?
Don't hesitate to give us a buzz at admin@beyondshakespeare.org
No seriously, email us. It will do no harm at all to say hi - admin@beyondshakespeare.org
You can also follow us on various social media platforms usually as @BeyondShakes
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